
Dear North Lake Middle School Families,

We are committed to preparing all students in the Lake Stevens School District for a bright future. We
work to ensure that all students move from grade to grade with the academic knowledge and skills
necessary for success in the next school year and beyond. Assessments are one of many ways that we
have to know whether students have mastered skills needed for the next level.

In the coming weeks, all students in 6th and 7th grade will take the English/Language Arts and Math
Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBA), and 6th graders will also take the Washington Comprehensive
Assessment of Science (WCAS).

As you know our students have not taken state assessments for the past two years so hopefully this
communication will refresh information regarding the required assessments.

This fall students will be taking the Smarter Balanced or the Washington Comprehensive Assessment of
Science from the previous year’s grade level. So 6th graders will be taking the grade 5 ELA and Math SBA
assessments and WCAS and 7th graders will be taking the grade 6 ELA and Math SBA.

When will my child test?

6th Grade SBA ELA: 10/4/21-10/5/21

SBA Math: 10/18/21-10/19/21

WCAS:  10/21/21-10/22/21

7th Grade SBA ELA: 10/4/21-10/5/21

SBA Math: 10/18/21-10/19/21

How long is the test?
This fall’s assessments will be significantly shorter than normal.  The ELA and Math assessments will only
include an abbreviated version of the computer adaptive portion of the test and not include a performance
task that requires extended responses. The test in English/Language Arts will take approximately 75
minutes; the math test will take approximately 60 minutes. The science test will most likely take about 45
minutes. Students who do need more time to complete the test, though, can take as much time as they
need.

Why do our children take the tests?
Assessments are one of many ways that we have to know whether students have mastered skills needed
for the next level. Annual assessments such as these are just one measure of student achievement that
we combine with other measures, including teacher reports, student’s grades, and other academic
performance evaluations such as class projects. Having multiple years of test data allows parents and
teachers to monitor student progress over time and identify and address areas of strength and areas of
growth. Our educators intentionally use assessment and other types of data regularly to collaboratively
analyze current student needs and plan instruction accordingly.

How can I learn more about state testing in Washington?
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Website on Smarter Balanced Assessment

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Website on the Washington Comprehensive Assessment of
Science

I have heard that students need headphones for the test. Is this true?
Yes. The test is designed to be interactive. Students click on videos, audio recordings, and infographics
throughout the exam. If your child already has a set of headphones or earbuds, please consider sending
the set in with your child during the testing window - they must be compatible with either USB, USB C or
audio jack (iPhone earbuds will not work).  If this is not possible, your school will provide a set. If you do
send in a personal set in, please use inexpensive ones as the district will not be responsible for replacing
lost items.

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Assessments.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Assessments.aspx


Sincerely,

Brad Abels

Principal -- North Lake Middle School


